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Look who’s 

40

In 2015 Brick Books marks a big milestone – 
their 40th anniversary. Over those 40 years they 
are proud to have published well-known poets 
Michael Ondaatje, Anne Carson, Dennis Lee, 
Robert Kroetsch, and P.K. Page, as well as intro-
duced Karen Solie, Julie Bruck, Adam Dickinson, 
Sue Sinclair, Jan Zwicky, Phil Hall, Sue Goyette, 
and Steven Price.

As part of their 40th Anniversary celebrations 
they are releasing “Classic” editions of six of their 
most popular titles. In addition to the 3 spring 
titles featured here, this fall they will publish new 
editions of A Really Good Brown Girl, Hard Light, 
and Wittgenstein Elegies.

Short Talks
 Anne Carson

January 2015
978-1-77131-342-1

$20.00 

Available from Manda

First issued in 1992, 
this is Carson’s first 
and only collection of 
poems published with an 
independent Canadian press. It announced the arrival 
of a profound, elegiac, and biting new voice. 

This new edition of Short Talks features an introduc-
tion by the poet Margaret Christakos, a “Short Talk 
on Afterwords” by Carson herself, and a new cover 
and design by the renowned typographer Robert 
Bringhurst.

The Grey Islands
 John Steffler

February 2015
978-1-77131-343-8

$20.00 

Available from Manda

A story of one man’s 
pilgrimage to a remote 
island off Newfoundland’s
northern peninsula. Using 
a broad range of styles, The Grey Islands delivers the 
bite of raw experience and embraces existence at the 
edge in all its terror and beauty.

This new edition of The Grey Islands features an 
introduction by scholar Adrian Fowler and a detailed 
and insightful look back at the book and the time of 
its inception by Steffler himself.

Riffs
Dennis Lee

March 2015
978-1-77131-344-5

$20.00 

Available from Manda

Riffs is a story of a 
passionate love affair, told 
in vintage Lee style—with 
whoops, deep chords,
and headlong improvisational arcs. We hear Bach, 
Bo Diddley, Bird; the news is heartache and being. 
Celebratory, claustrophobic, the poem tracks ways in 
which eros and our lives are made mutually accountable.

This edition of Riffs features a new introduction 
by the poet Paul Vermeersch and a reprint of an 
extended interview with Dennis Lee about the book. 
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The Collected
Poems of Al

Pittman
Breakwater Books

March 2015
978-1-55081-437-8

$24.95

Available from Manda

From the publication of 
his first collection, The 
Elusive Resurrection, in 1966, to his death in 2001 at 
the age of sixty-one, Al Pittman stood as one of the 
most respected and admired poets in Newfoundland. 

This definitive edition spans nearly four decades of 
poetic production and reprints each of Pittman’s
remarkable collections. It also includes a collection 
of previously unpublished poems.

Do not enter my soul 
in your shoes

Natasha Kanapé 
Fontaine

Howard Scott, trans
TSAR Publications

May 2015
978-1-927494-51-6

$18.95

Available from Manda

Natasha Kanapé Fontaine reveals herself as a poet 
and Innu woman in Do not enter my soul in your 
shoes, which is primarily a search within oneself, both 
spiritually and physically. Her style is lively with an 
explosion of impressions towards nature, evocative 
of a Dali painting. The energy in the imagery is 
surprising, with the strength of force not usually 
found in such bright and concise language. 

The Tongues of 
Earth

 Mark Abley
Coteau Books

April 2015
978-1-55050-610-5

$16.95

Available from 
PGC

Along with the finest pieces from his three previous 
books, this new title includes 20 new poems. Known 
as a writer of place, Abley extends his range over time 
and history. These poems are distinguished by their 
combination of clarity and grace, high intelligence, 
and deep feeling.

Afghanistan 
Confessions
 Victor Enns
Hagios Press
Now Available

978-1-926710-32-7 
$18.95

Available from Manda

After travelling to Kabul 
to experience the
landscape, the people, 
and a soldier’s understanding of the Canadian 
mission in Afghanistan, Enns has written a collection 
of voice poems that are relentless and genuine in 
telling soldiers’ stories. Few of us will ever have to 
shoulder the burden of taking another human life, 
or seeing the death and destruction common to 
all wars. Afghanistan Confessions is one of the first 
authentic literary accounts of this devastating war.
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One Hundred 
Days of Rain

 Carellin Brooks
BookThug
March 2015

978-1-771660-90-7
$20.00 

Available from Manda

In prose by turns haunt-
ing and crystalline, One 
Hundred Days of Rain 
enumerates an unnamed 
narrator’s encounters with that most quotidian of 
subjects: rain. Mourning her recent breakup, the nar-
rator must rebuild a life from the bottom up. As she 
wakes each day to encounter Vancouver’s sky and city 
streets, the narrator notices that the rain, so appar-
ently unchanging, is in fact kaleidoscopic. Her mood 
alike undergoes subtle variations that sometimes 
echo, sometimes contrast with her surroundings.

Ledger of the 
Open Hand

 Leslie Vryenhoek
Breakwater Books

May 2015
978-1-550816-04-4

$19.95

Available from Manda

Meriel-Claire (MC) 
escapes her small-town 
upbringing, certain she’ll 
find her place in the 
world, but she’s thrown off-course by a persuasive 
and affluent college roommate. Daneen soon insinu-
ates herself into MC’s family. A debt is incurred, an 
imbalance created that will shape the relationship for 
years. Equal parts humour, rancour, and shot through 
with surprising generosity, this debut novel takes a 
fresh look at relationships and the tendency to treat 
love as a balance sheet.

The Breakwater Book 
of Contemporary 

Newfoundland Short 
Fiction

Breakwater Books

April 2015
978-1-550815-92-4

$19.95 

Available from Manda

Following an unprec-
edented explosion of 
literary talent in
Newfoundland over the 
past twenty years, The Breakwater
Book of Contemporary Newfoundland Short Fiction
assembles the very best work by the island’s most 
accomplished fiction writers. Featuring selections by 
Michael Crummey, Jessica Grant, Lisa Moore, and 
Michael Winter, among others, this stellar anthol-
ogy, expertly edited by Larry Mathews, stands as the 
quintessential introduction to Newfoundland fiction.

Street Symphony
 Anne Carson
Brick Books

January 2015
978-1-77131-342-1

$20.00 

Available from PGC

A collection showcasing 
the trademark piercing 
insight and sardonic hu-
mour of one of Canada’s 
true masters of the short story.

These are the songs of people – many of them seniors 
– sidelined and dismissed, but refusing to go gently 
into that good night. Be it through a percussive 
storm of revelation, or a quietly insistent ostinato 
that won’t be ignored, this is an orchestra of charac-
ters never content to be nothing.
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Ontario
Mike Grandmaison

Turnstone

March 2015
978-0-888015-15-0

$49.00 (HC)

Available from Manda

In his newest pictorial, Ontario, Mike Grandmaison 
turns his lens to the landscape he grew up in. Born 
in Sudbury, Ontario, Grandmaison has travelled 
to every corner of this great territory and captured 
vistas that hardly seem possible, from the untamed 
wilderness of the Canadian Shield to the rolling green 
of the Niagaras. In this handsome hardcover edition 
readers will find over 220 beautiful photographs 
of Ontario’s diverse and spell-binding landscape. 
Readers will also delight in the photo note section 
that provides insight into the stories behind the 
images.

The Land We Are
 Sophie McCall & 

Gabrielle Hill 
ARP Books

June 2015
978-1-894037-63-1

$24.95

Available from Manda

The Land We Are: Artists 
and Writers Unsettle the 
Politics of Reconciliation 
in Canada combines 
innovative writing with images to explore how artists 
working across a variety of disciplines and media 
define, envision, and experience reconciliation. 
The contributors acknowledge reconciliation as 
contested terrain in an ongoing colonial enterprise, 
a prominent narrative about Indigenous settler 
relations, and a catalyst for critical conversations 
about what social justice might look like.

Letters From the 
Land of Fear
Calvin White

Guernica Editions

March 2015
978-1-771830-11-9

$25.00

Available from Manda

For 11 months White 
worked for Doctors 
Without Borders as a 
mental health special-
ist in western Uzbekistan. Unlike the higher profile 
emergency situations which draw that international 
humanitarian organization’s attention, the milieu 
for White’s mission was the quiet, slow death in an 
epidemic of multi-drug resistant tuberculosis. It is a 
remarkable journey of intimacy and hope, one that 
reconfigures our understanding of sadness and, ulti-
mately, reaffirms the common spirit of humanity.

Health Care & 
Politics

David Levine
Vehicule Press

April 2015
978-1-550654-01-1

$24.95

Available from Manda

Drawing on his experi-
ence from forty years 
running many Canadian 
health care institutions, 
David Levine shares his expertise on management in 
this very complex environment. 

Levine supports without qualification a Public, Uni-
versal Health Care System, but he questions the effec-
tiveness of managing the system from the Minister’s 
Office. Levine’s analysis includes what is not working 
and how to fix it, and the barriers to implementation.
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At Nanny’s House
 Susan Pynn Taylor 

& David Sturge
Creative 
April 2015

978-1-77103-049-6
$12.95 / Ages 4 - 8

Available from Manda

There’s just no place quite like Nanny’s house. 
When you’re little, it’s a fascinating world of nooks, 
crannies, knick-knacks, and adventures around every 
corner. It’s hard not to be pokey… and nosey… 
and, well, downright messy. Before the day is 
through, eggs will break, paint will spill and the 
cat will be wearing a molasses hairdo. Here’s a 
fun peek in and around Nanny’s house, from the 
blissfully carefree perspective of an inquisitive and 
vivacious little girl. A humorous, gentle reminder 
of how much fun getting into mischief can be.

Dipnetting with Dad
  Willie Sellars & 
Kevin Easthope

Caitlin Press

Now Available (HC)
978-1-927575-53-6
$16.95 / Ages 3 - 6

Available from PGC

Set in the beautiful landscape of the Cariboo 
Chilcotin region, Dipnetting with Dad is a delightful 
and colourful story of a father teaching his son the 
Secwepemc method of fishing known as dipnetting. 
Together they visit the Sweat Lodge, mend the nets, 
select the best fishing spot, and catch and pack their 
fish through rugged bush back to the family home 
for traditional preparation.

Between Shadows
 Kathleen Cook 

Waldron
Coteau Books

April 2015
978-1-550506-12-9
$19.95 / Ages 8 - 12

Available from PGC

Ari’s beloved grandfather 
has died, but he’s left Ari
an amazing gift – the in-
heritance of his log cabin 
and all the land he owned. Tucked into a small lake-
side community, the cabin and its land are unusual, 
full of secrets to discover…and very, very marketable.
With the family’s money troubles, the only sensible 
option from his dad and aunt’s point of view is to sell 
it at a prime price to a luxury hotel developer. But 
Ari doesn’t want to sell this last remaining piece of his 
grandfather. Will he be able to speak up in time?

Ghost Most Foul
Patti Grayson
Coteau Books

May 2015
978-1-550506-14-3

$10.95 / Ages 10 - 13

Available from PGC

Summer has just been 
made captain of her 
junior high school 
basketball team when 
her coach is ‘lost’ in a plane crash. Returning to 
school, Summer discovers:
a) the most popular all-star player’s step-dad is now 
the coach, and he’s a jerk
b) the team’s already working hard to lump her in 
with the team ‘loser’, Dodie, and
c) she can see the woeful ghost of Coach Nola when she 
plays ball. 
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Fish Eyes Trilogy
Anita Majumdar

Playwrights Canada

June 2015
978-1-770913-27-1
$22.95 / Ages 15+

Available from Manda

Three coming-of-age 
solo shows that follow the 
lives of teenage girls who attend the same high school 
in Port Moody, British Columbia and process their 
real-life dilemmas through dance, while exploring 
the heartaches of youth and the meaning of heritage. 
Follow Meena, Naz, and Candice as they deal with 
boys, bullying, disappointments, and rumours. 

Truth in Play
 Debbie Nyman, 
Jill Lloyd-Jones & 

David S. Craig
Playwrights Canada

Now Available
978-1-770912-72-4
$19.95 / Ages 14+

Available from Manda

Geared towards high-
school students, Truth 
in Play: Drama Strategies for Building Meaningful 
Performances features a curated collection of 
short scenes from Canadian plays, complete with 
learning activities and teaching strategies for each. 
The scenes included in this book will help students 
step inside the text and empathize with the characters 
to further their understanding of motivations and 
feelings.Truth in Play creates a shared experience 
and allows students to connect authentically with 
their characters.

The Midnight Games
 David Neil Lee
Wolsak & Wynn

May 2015
978-1-894987-96-7
$12.00 / Ages 14+

Available from Manda

When Nate slipped into 
Ivor Wynne Stadium to 
check out what was keep-
ing his neighbourhood 
up at night, he knew something wasn’t right. Set in 
gritty, post-industrial Hamilton, Lee blends the rich 
horror of H. P. Lovecraft with the pace of a modern 
mystery. Nate Silva has snuck into one of the rituals 
of the Resurrection Church of the Ancients, and soon 
his days and nights are dogged by ancient books, gi-
ant centipedes and geometric curses that bring death 
down upon you in the form of glowing hounds. 

Towerkind
 Kat Verhoeven

Conundrum Press

April 2015
978-1-894994-91-0
$15.00 / Ages 13+

Available from Manda

Towerkind is an oblique 
end-of-the world
story seen through the eyes of a diverse group of 
children in Toronto’s St James Town, a neighbour-
hood of densely populated high rise apartments. 

The kids in this “towerhood” become aware of an 
impending catastrophe through a number of super-
natural abilities. Something is revealing itself through 
cracks and crevices, and through the children in the
neighbourhood. Birds are falling from the sky.



Want to be kept up-to-date on all the latest 
independently published Canadian titles?

Be sure to check out AllLitUp.ca

Discover  .  Buy  .  Collect
Canadian Literature

On All Lit Up, readers of emerging, quirky, and unabashedly 
Canadian literature can find and purchase the best books this 

country’s independent publishers have to offer. Browse through our 
exclusive behind-the-scenes content about the books, authors, and 

publishers whose work is available on our webstore.

/alllitupcanada                @alllitupcanada                /AllLitUpCanada                 alllitupcanada


